BETWEEN YOM HASHOA & YOM HAZIKARON
I was once asked to be a Sandak & hold the baby at a bris which took place precisely between Yom HaShoa & Yom HaZikaron. As the mohel was "cleaning up" the blood, I understood the depth of what we had just recited at the Pesach Seder and again there at the circumcision, "ואומר לך בדמייך חיי ואומר לך בדמייך חיי" (Yechezkel 16, 6). Yechezkel says that Hashem feels sorry for the weak & fledgling Israel, and when coming to redeem and wash us off, tells us twice that through your blood you shall live, and again, through your blood you shall live. All ask the question: what does it mean that through our blood we shall live, and why is this repeated twice?
Then it hit me that these are precisely the 2 types of "blood" (damayich is also in the plural!) in that process of redemption of Yechezkel, separated every year by one week of differentiation: that of Yom HaShoah, and that of Yom HaZikaron (commemorating those who fell in the wars of Israel). Rav Zvi Yehuda Kook often said that we can never understand the Holocaust, but retroactively, the period was clearly a gett (bill of divorce) of the parting of Am Yisrael from the exile. Most (!) of the large ancient Jewish communities in the world from a century and millennium ago, in Europe, Asia and Africa respectively, within one decade (1940-1950/ת"ש-תש"י) suddenly collapsed. The qualitative and quantitative centers of the Jewish world, have now & forever returned from the Ashkenazi and Sefaradi countries, back to their original, holy & eternal homeland of Israel. Soviet Russia was soon to follow. Inevitably, all significant transitions, especially national and historic ones for most of world Jewry, entail upheavals & challenges. בדמייך חיי.
It is brought in the name of Rav Kook (R.M.Tz. Neria, Chayei HaReiya, p. 190) upon being asked by a Jew from Europe in the early 1930's/תר"צ, who was deliberating his future: on the one hand anti-Semitism had already raised its head there, but he also feared the problems the Jews were suffering in Eretz Yisrael from the Arab marauders. Rav Kook answered that when we come across such difficulties, we must remember to clearly differentiate, for there is no comparison between birth pangs (of redemption in Israel) and death pains (of the end of exile). Both are painful, but one is the beginning of life, and no one would trade it for the other, the end of life! He similarly pointed out (Ma'amarei HaReiya, p. 278), that if one doesn't know which direction is east or west, he can mistakenly confuse the darkness left at the sunrise of redemption (personified by Yom HaZikaron) for the sunset of exile (embodied by Yom HaShoah). In the Land of Israel today, we are on our way up, not on our way down, but that doesn't mean it will always be easy. Yes, we celebrate Yom HaAtzma'ut, but we first identify that it comes via the altruism of Yom HaZikaron. 
Eretz Yisrael, like Torah, Olam haBah and really anything worthwhile, is acquired through challenges, yissurim (Brachot 5a). Children are our greatest pleasure, but also the source of our greatest heartache. 
Let us thank Hashem, appreciate and differentiate that on Yom HaShoah we remember the blood of 6 years we had to hide like mice, and in the words of the Israeli ambassador to the UN: the greatest hope of the Warsaw uprising was to die honorably, as opposed to Yom HaZikaron, where thanks to Hashem & our valiant altruistic soldiers, albeit the blood it cost us, pretty quickly Sinwar and Hamas, Nasralla and Hizballa were the ones hiding like mice. Yes, there is still darkness & hostages, but it's part of the sunrise, not the sunset. In short, BH we've come a long way. בדמייך חיי, that davka through our blood, we eternally live and survive.
On Yom HaZikaron let's also learn from OUR tragic mistakes which led to the Hamas massacre & kidnappings, which are also part of the birth pangs of Mashiach, learning how to and how not to, run a Jewish State. This includes the necessity of solidarity and mutual self-sacrifice, and not to take security for granted. Let's also take the day to stop & learn from and emulate the altruistic soldiers and volunteers who courageously fought with unity like lions, in a generation where many feared that we had "lost" that determination & idealism. The bumper stickers pasted all around Israel, with each chayal who fell's picture & idealistic "quote", are the best way to admire and learn who they were & who we should be, to appreciate those who fell, and the value of the State, Land & People for which they did so. Like Judaism & similarly Israel, if something is worth dying for, how much more so that it's worth LIVING FOR/IN and appreciating. Shabbat Shalom, Rav Ari Shvat (Chwat)

